
 

 

We Deliver the Future! 
 

Farm advisors provide research and education programs that support Fresno County growers and consumers. 
Information covers soils, irrigation, variety selection, pest management, and harvest operations.  Their 
recommendations impact important social, economic and environmental issues that are crucial to Fresno County 
residents - air quality, water quality and availability, food safety, and labor.  Maintaining productive farms 
supports agriculture, an important economic driver for Fresno County and puts wholesome, fresh food on the 
tables of all of our residents.  Fresno County farmers are a strong part of the global agricultural economy, 
providing not just food, but jobs and revenue for our community. 

 Our lab provides quick, accurate diagnosis of pests and diseases impacting 
Fresno County agriculture. 

 We provide information on pesticide application to help growers protect 
crops with less impact on the environment. 

 Our research has supported the registration of 15 new herbicides and 
insecticides on over 18 major crops saving growers $35 to $200 an acre in 
hand weeding, spray trips and fuel costs while improving yield and quality.   

 We support the protection of air and water resources by providing 
information on incorporating dairy waste into nutrient management 
programs. 

 We give growers the resources for improved water use efficiencies that allow them to maintain crop yield by 
extending their limited water supplies. 

 

Our Small Farms advisor serves 4,738 small family farms in Fresno County, providing access to information on 
farming practices, pest management, food safety, OSHA and labor regulations and marketing.  The farm families 
we work with reflect the incredible ethnic diversity of Fresno County - 1,187 are Hispanic, 1316 are South East 
Asian and 28 are African American.  Family farms are the backbone of the farming industry and we help them 
survive and thrive.  These families often require special support to be successful due to the size of their farms, 
language barriers, unique crops, and lack of knowledge regarding regulatory issues. 

 We presented eight on-farm food safety training workshops to reduce the risk of food borne pathogens. 

 Organic farming is a growing market and produces food that is especially desirable to many consumers.  We serve as 
the primary provider of information on organic farming practices for 154 organic farmers in Fresno County. 

 We host a weekly radio show on KBIF-AM targeting 30,000 Hmong listeners from Modesto to Bakersfield.  The 
show serves the Hmong community, bringing them information in their own language. 

 

Master Gardeners teach residents to grow fruits and vegetables successfully.  An emphasis in the media and in 
our schools on eating fresh and healthy food has created a heightened awareness of gardening in our community. 
Gardening classes are very popular among Fresno County residents as they struggle to stretch budgets, feed 
families and sustain a healthy diet. 

 Volunteers contributed 21,098 hours assisting Fresno County homeowners. 

 We help home gardeners save water by providing information on irrigation systems, plant 
materials, and conservation practices. 

 We maintain a 1.2-acre demonstration garden, “Garden of the Sun.”  Over the last year we 
provided 130 hours of classes and educational activities to over 2,700 children and adult 
participants. 
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The focus of the 4-H Program is the creation of the next generation of leaders prepared to take on challenges and 
solve problems in their communities.  Last year the program involved 319 adult volunteers helping 857 Fresno 
County youth from both urban and rural areas to be successful and engaged citizens through: 

 Exploring their personal interests and learning to develop and 
manage goals. 

 Learning skills in science, engineering and technology. 

 Serving others through group and individual community projects. 
 

When compared to their peers, 4-H members: 
 Report better grades, higher levels of academic competence, and 

an elevated level of engagement at school. 

 Are nearly two times more likely to plan to go to college. 

 Are more likely to pursue future courses or a career in science, 
engineering, or computer technology. 

 Are three times more likely to actively contribute to their 
communities. 

 
 

We have the largest nutrition program of its kind in California providing 22,663 youth and 19,800 adults with 
nutrition education to help them prevent obesity and chronic disease.  Given the high rate of obesity and diabetes 
in our community, especially among our low income groups, this information can make a lasting difference in the 
lives of Fresno County residents. Last year the Fresno County Food Stamp Nutrition Education Program 
contributed $2.3 million in grant funds to the Fresno community.  

We teach low-income children to be healthy by: 
 Eating breakfast every day. 

 Choosing healthy foods and passing up high sugar beverages and high fat snacks. 

 Being physically active every day. 

 
Our education programs pay off by creating healthier children.  Research shows healthy children attend school on 
a regular basis, are attentive and successful in class, have fewer behavior issues, fewer visits to the nurse and 
perform better overall in school.  Our nutrition education assists kids in need to get a good start on being strong 
members of our community. 

We teach low-income parents and adults to be healthy by: 
 Planning meals to choose healthy foods and stretch their food budget. 

 Preventing chronic diseases by limiting high sugar beverages and high fat foods. 

 Being physically active every day. 

 
Much like healthy children, research shows that healthy adults are great 
contributors to their community.  They miss fewer work days, are positive and 
productive at their workplace, are less likely to develop costly chronic disease 
conditions, provide for their family, contribute to the community, and model 
healthy behavior to their children. 


